BS4 - "Mary's Song" - Luke 1:39-56

Jesus: The Early Years

Total Devotion '12 - '13

Hey TD'ers, please review your notes, listen to the message, re-read the passage.  Then, write down some possible thoughts, issues, and questions to discuss during our small group time.  Come ready to contribute and share. Let's give our God our best!  He gave us His best!  His Name is Jesus.

1. As we continue our study in Luke, we’re taking a closer look at the life of Mary, a young Jewish woman, whose life was completely turned upside down. Last month, we looked into Mary’s initial reaction to the angel Gabriel’s news, and her words of faith-filled surrender. Amidst all the questions and fears swirling in her head, it was a matter of will and obedience. And now, in the Magnificat, we see her genuine heartfelt response. 

a. Read Luke 1:38, and also Mary’s song in verses 46-55. What can we learn from Mary in looking at her reaction, and then at her response after having some time to think things through?


b. Has there been a time in your life when God intervened in a way that was really unexpected/ upsetting/not according to plan?  What was your initial immediate reaction? And then how did you eventually respond? What did you learn about the real you in the process?


2. During the message, we discussed the unique and special relationship shared between two godly women, Mary and Elizabeth. Though they could have been anywhere between 40 - 60 years apart, they found in each other a kindred spirit, such that during this life-changing moment, Mary hurried to go see her beloved ‘aunt Elizabeth’. Mary confided in her as someone whom she could trust for solid, godly advice and encouragement, and also saw her as someone with whom she could share her heart. Notice that Mary didn’t only turn to Elizabeth for advice and confirmation, but also sought to encourage her in return, to support her, and to rejoice with her in her pregnancy. 

a. Do you have an “Elizabeth” in your own life? If so, who would that be? Describe your relationship. And if not, will you prayerfully consider seeking out an older spiritual brother or sister, with whom you could share life in mutual support and fellowship? 
b. Do you have a “Mary” in your life? What is the value of having someone younger than you to guide, lead and support? 

c. Relationships come in all different and shapes and sizes.  This is also true of mentoring relationships.  There are many ways to do them and it is definitely not "one size fits all."  Yet, as in all relationships, some basic ingredients definitely need to be present for a meaningful healthy mentoring relationship. Discuss some of those ingredients. 
3. Jonathan Edwards once said, "There is in fullness a propensity to overflow." He was speaking of the fullness of God overflowing, but it may legitimately be used of God in His children as well. Our God is a God of abundance, and when He is fully present and alive in us, our lives should result in a natural overflow of His joy, His power, His love, and His grace. Why is it that this is often not the case, if indeed the God of fullness and abundance dwells in those of us who are His children? What might be hindering and interfering with that overflow?



	MARY’S MAGNIFICAT
	OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

	"My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior."
	1 Samuel 2:1 

	"For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave"
	1 Sam. 1:11

	"For the Mighty One has done great things for me."
	Psalm 126:3

	"Holy is His name"
	Psalm 111:9

	"His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him”
	Psalm 103:11

	“He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent away the rich empty handed.”
	1 Samuel 2:5-8

Psalm 107:9




4. Look up the following verses, and take note of how Mary’s song echoes the truths found in the Old Testament Scriptures.


What’s really neat about Mary is that she admired the biblical women in Scripture such as Hannah, patterned her own song after Hannah’s song of thanksgiving, looked to her as a role model, and inherited her humble attitude and incredible faith. And as a result, Mary is now on that list of biblical heroes whom we can look to, especially as a model of authentic and heartfelt worship. 


5. Re-read Mary’s song of praise. Write down at least 5 things that we can learn from her.


6. Mary’s mind and heart were so saturated with Scripture that when she was unexpectedly cut and pricked with life altering news, what flowed out of her were the words of Scripture and an attitude of joy and obedience. 


a. Please be brutally honest with this question.  What is marinating in your heart? What do you spend time reading, listening to, watching, thinking about?  Who are your primary influences?  What are you feeding your soul? If what was inside your heart flowed out, what would be revealed? 


b. Look up Proverbs 4:23 and Luke 6:45. What would it mean for you to take these verses seriously? What active steps is the Lord asking you to take, to carefully guard and tutor your heart? 
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